
Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the Planning and Zoning Commission

December 21r2022

A. CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Meeting of the Planning andZoning Commission was held on Wednesday,

December 21,2022, at the Public Services Facility, 1000 Bowes Road, South Elgin, IL. The

meeting was called to order at7:00 p.m. by Nancy Hill.

B. ROLL CALL

Commissioners present were: Omar Garcia; Tom Kusswurm; Leo Metz; Cynthia Tarka; and

Rich Watson.

Members absent were: Chairman Brian Carlson and Vice-Chairman Jason Micklevitz.

Staff present at the meeting were: Director of Community Development Nancy Hill; Director of
Parks and Recreation Kim Wascher; Deputy Police Chief Brian Polkinghorn; and Recording

Secretary Dione Stirmell.

Director Hill explained that the Planning and Zoning Commission needed to appoint a Chair Pro

Tem because Chairman Carlson and Vice-Chairman Micklevitz were absent. Member Watson

made a motion to nominate Member Tarka as Chair Pro Tem, which was seconded by Member

Kusswurm. There was no further discussion of the motion. The vote was as follows:

The motion CARRIED (5-0-0-2).

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Minutes of the November 16,2022 Regular Planning andZoning Commission Meeting.

A motion was made by Member Kusswurm to approve the minutes of the November 16,2022

Regular Meeting of the Planning andZoningCommission, which was seconded by Member

Watson. There was no further discussion of the motion. The vote was as follows:

Ayes:
Nays:
Abstain:
Absent:

Ayes:
Nays:
Abstain:
Absent:

Garcia, Kusswurm, Metz, Tarka, Watson
None
None
Carlson, Micklevitz

Garcia, Kusswurm, Metz, Watson
None
Tarka
Carlson, Micklevitz
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The motion CARRIED (4-0-1-2).

D. PUBLIC HEARING & DISCUSSION

CD 2022-11: Request for a Special Use to allow an Electronic Message Sign in the VC

Village Center District and for Variations to allow a Monument Sign to be 80 square feet

in area and 12 feet in height, where 40 square feet in area and 6 feet in height is

permitted; to allow an Electronic Message Sign in the VC Village Center District, where

one is not permitted; and to allow an Electronic Message Sign to occupy approximately

60%o of thetotal sign area, where 50% is allowed for the property commonly known as 10

N. Water Street - Village of South Elgin, Petitioner (*THIS ITEM WAS CONTINUED
FROM THE NOVEMBER 16,2022 MEETING*)

1

Chair Pro Tem Tarka reconvened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.

Director Hill explained that at the previous meeting the Commission expressed several questions

and concerns, which staffnoted and addressed each one in the staffreport provided. She noted

one concern discussed was regarding pedestrian and driver safety. The Commission asked for

crash data from before and after various other electronic message signs in the area were installed.

She explained that staff reviewed the crash data near several existing electronic message signs in
South Elgin and in nearby communities. Complete information was not available in the format

the Commission requested. However, staff s research indicated that there were not a significant

number of traffic accidents related to these existing signs. She summarized the results of the

research for each sign.

Director Hill said the Commission questioned the proposed location of the sign. She stated that

the Village Engineer and Police Chief provided letters stating that they have no concerns about

the sign'i proposed placement on W. State Street. Director Hill explained that the proposed

monument sign will be located on the north side of W. State Street near the Village Hall parking

lot. The sign would be located at least five feet from the property line, in accordance with the

Unified Development Ordinance (UDO).

Director Hill addressed the Commission's concerns about the possibility of the proposed sign

having flashing lights and its brightness. She explained that the sign will have an automatic

dimmer that will be utilized to help control sign brightness in various lighting and weather

conditions. She also reviewed the UDO's regulations on flashing lights and brightness.

Director Hill provided examples of the type of messages the Village will display on the proposed

electronic message sign.

Chair Pro Tem Tarka opened the discussion to the Commission for comments or questions.
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Member Watson thanked staff for providing the requested information. He asked if there would

ever be a situation where the proposed sign would need to be displayed on multiple screens.

Director Hill said that it could happen on a rare occasion. She explained that the UDO requires

that the message change no more than once every ten seconds, and the transitions between

messages be instantaneous. She added the Village is not requesting relief from these standards.

Member Garcia said that since the last meeting he visited the current sign and felt it took a

significate amount of time to get through an entire message. He felt the proposed sign would be

more efficient in providing the information more quickly and would be easier to read. He noted

the holiday lights on the State Street Bridge were brighter than the existing sign. Therefore, he

felt the sign would not distract drivers or pedestrians. He also thanked staff for providing in the

staff report examples of what information would be displayed on the signs.

Member Kusswurm said the letters provided from Police Chief and Village Engineer stating that

the proposed sign will not be a distraction were helpful. He asked for confirmation the year of
the Village's establishment will be added to the sign. Director Wascher confirmed the Village's
year of establishment could be added to the sign.

Member Kusswurm asked how far the proposed sign would be from the street. Director Hill said

the sign will have a setback of five feet from the property line.

Member Kusswurm stated that at the previous meeting there was discussion about what might

happen if the proposed sign were to be hit by a vehicle. He said that it was noted by a

commissioner that the sign might be damaged in its entirety. He asked if a guardrail should be

installed to prevent the sign from being damaged. Director Washer stated the sign base will be of
pre-cast concrete with stone veneer which is very durable. Director Hill added they will be

providing additional landscaping around the sign.

Member Metz stated the proposed sign is an unnecessary, attractive nuisance. He stated he is

concerned about setting a precedent for other similar signs in the Village Center. Member Metz

asked why the Village needs a bigger sign than that allowed by code. He stated that he has asked

for good reasons to be provided for the proposed sign and believes he is not hearing any.

Member Watson stated that he disagreed with the idea that the sign is an attractive nuisance. He

said he believes the sign would provide timely communications about Village activities and

events. He liked that the message on the sign would be shown in its entiretY, and not scrolling

across the screen. He stated that the scrolling text on the existing sign is more of a safety issue

than the proposed sign would be. Member Watson said he supports the proposed sign and

appreciated the additional information the Community Development staff provided, as well as

that from the Police Department and the Village Engineer.
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Member Garcia asked if the proposed electronic message portion of the sign is a standard size.

Director Wascher stated that the screen is a standard size. There was discussion about installing

a smaller, standard sized screen. Director Wascher noted that a smaller sign would require more

screens changes to convey the same information.

Deputy Police Chief Polkinghorn said when the Police Department was doing the research on

crash data, he had contacted the Village of Huntley's Police Department and Village Manager's

office about their sign. He explained that Huntley staff told him there is no indication that their

electronic message sign has caused any traffic accidents. Huntley staff noted to him that no one

in the community had stated their displeasure with the sign, and most comment on how useful

they find the information.

Member Garcia noted that electronic message sign in Huntley is located at an intersection that is

busier and more complex than the proposed W. State Street location because of a railroad

crossing. He said he believes that by eliminating the scrolling text and making the messaging

more efficient, the proposed sign would be safer and more effective than the existing one' Chair

Pro Tem Tarka stated that she agreed that that the current sign is outdated and difficult to read.

She said she believes the new sign would allow for more useful content.

Chair Pro Tem Tarka stated she believes recommending approval of the proposed sign would not

set a precedent. She noted that the content that would be presented on the Village's sign is

informational, and therefore different than typical commercial advertising. She said any request

for this type of sign in the Village Center District in the future would have to be reviewed by the

Planning andZoningCommission and any recommendation for approval of this sign would not

have any influence on any future requests. Chair Pro Tem Tarka said this request from the

Village is a valid and appropriate. Member Garcia stated he agreed. Member Metz said that an

electronic message sign advertising a retail sale could be construed as informational speech as

well.

Member Metz suggested the sign be relocated to a location that has less traffic than that on State

Street. Director Hill stated that the Village Board and staff choose this location because it would

help create a municipal campus. The proposed sign would serve both the existing Village Hall

and the proposed Police Station to be located on the south side State Street, thereby reducing the

number of signs in this corridor.

Member Garcia said LaFox Street is too busy of a location, and that Water Street is also not an

option because the low amount of trafhc. Member Kusswurm stated he agreed with Member

Garcia. Member Garcia noted he believes the proposed location also makes sense in terms of
minimizing cost since the electricity is already available in the vicinity.
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Member Metz stated the discussion was all speculation. He said no one knows the best location

for the sign. He suggested Water Street is the best location for the proposed sign. He said the

Christmas lights on the bridge are considered an attractive nuisance and they are not distracting

because they can be seen with peripheral vision. Member Metz said the existing sign works fine

and a new, larger electronic message sign is unnecessary. He reiterated that the proposed sign

would be an attractive nuisance in his opinion.

Member Kusswurm confirmed that there would be additional expenses to update the existing

sign so that it functioned correctly. Director Wascher confirmed there would be additional
expenses because the technology is old and sign companies no longer support it. She noted that

if the Village were to purchase an electronic message sign screen of the same size as the existing

screen, the messages would scroll across the screen. She stated a new, larger sign is needed.

Chair Pro Tem Tarka opened the meeting up to public comments and questions. There was no

public present to provide testimony.

With no further discussion, Chair Pro Tem Tarka entertained a motion to accept the Findings of
Fact.

A motion by Member Kusswurm that the Planning andZoning Commission accept the Findings

of Fact as presented by the Petitioner, which was seconded by Member Garcia. There was no

frrther discussion of the motion. The vote was as follows:

The motion CARRIED (4-l-0-2).

With no further testimony, Chair Pro Tem Tarka entertained a motion to close the public hearing.

A motion was made by Member Watson to close the public hearing, which was seconded by

Member Garcia. Chair Pro Tem Tarka closed the public hearing at7:31p.m. There was no

further discussion of the motion. The vote was as follows.

Ayes:
Nays:
Abstain:
Absent:

Ayes:
Nays:
Abstain:
Absent:

Garcia, Kusswurm, Tarka, Watson
Metz
None
Carlson, Micklevitz

Garcia, Kusswurm, MeIz, Tarka, Watson
None
None
Carlson, Micklevitz

The motion CARRIED (5-0-0-2).
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Member Watson made a motion that the Planning andZoning Commission recommend approval

to the Village Board of CD 2022-ll for a Special Use to allow an electronic message sign in the

VC Village Center District and the variations requested for the property commonly known as 10

N. Water Street with the condition that construction shall be in substantial compliance with the

plans submitted.

The motion was seconded by Member Kusswurm. There was no further discussion of the

motion. The vote was as follows:

Ayes:
Nays:
Abstain:
Absent:

Garcia, Kusswurm, T arka, Watson
Metz
None
Carlson, Micklevitz

The motion carried (4-l-0-2).

E. NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business to report.

F. PUBLIC COMMENT

No members of the public were present to address the Commission.

G. ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business, a motion was made by Member Watson to adjoum the regular

meeting of the Planning andZoningCommission, which was seconded by Member Metz. With a
voice vote of all ayes and no nays, the motion CARRIED unanimously.

Chair Pro Tem Tarka adjourned the meeting al7:33 p.m

Respectfu lly submitted,

Dione Stirmell
Recording Secretary


